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Several issues ago we ran a story about pur
chasing a Pentium computer for under $400
The company was Amer
located in Solon, Ohio. We still have the con
puter and it still w
downside to buying computers from unknow
companies and thatos

Sometime in February we were looking for

Not infrequently, we ge
requests for our mailin
lists, customer phone 1
bers, conventional adv
ing, Web advertising a
customer references.

- Our policy on these iss
i i}fr?fpmagri:vcljth QU ¢
1-dain for telephone soli
drikenti nWe Iy
N part of it. Also, we beli¢

wd ecathld ¢l

=2 Q

10 fohi

(When the Internet was young and larger co
ipanies were beginning to see the commerci
2 worth of a Web presence, Microsoft cited
ClYahoo! as a fSuMindavs t
095 Internet Kitas well as other printed mater
nals. The Microsoft Network software went s
c:far as to provide a link on its home page to
Yahoo! search engine.

> M

new computer because we were adding a ng¢
programmer and needed another work statig
In the past, we purchased new equipment fr
different companies. Our thinking was that

software development and testing is more

thorough when performed on a variety of co
puters and peripherals rather than on one

Aistandardi zedd syst ¢
based on architectural differences from one
computer or printer manufacturer to the next

Not any more. As Yahoo! grew and aligned
itself with Marc Andreesen (cofounder of
Netscape Communications) and Sun Micro-
systems, Yahoo! did a disappearing act fron
everything Microsoft.

So if youdbre one of
whom MSN is the service provider, and you
wondered what happened to the Yahoo! link
forget about it.

I n keeping with this
computers made by Tandy, Lapine, Profes-
sional Technologies, AT&T, Dell, Gateway,
Americomp, Tagram, Treasure Chest and
probably a few other
you can tell from th
more than our share of Brand X computers.
Lapine is out of bus
vertise and may also be bellp. Treasure
Chest, for reasons we can only guess, chan
its name to TC Computers.

Wedve had some night
several of the nmame companies, but not
enough to stop buying BrasXi computerd at

Iftdtnet &dveYtisBritent
because it compromise

=)

ability to provide impar

sreviews of différent ha
8varelaRdEsoRware R d;

jUgte woich we dg from

time to time.

d
geLaw offices routinely d
with confidential matte
jag | Wi gek P B el

assume they prefer the

least until this past February. It was then that @nONnymity.

we found a local nmame company that

AcuskhwimMtod one to ou

We took delivery of the system on February
(Continued on pagg)
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.. Buying Brand X

(Continued from page) nician granting our motion and reinstalling
1999. That evening we experienced problemsyindows 9&t no charge

with our credit card software. No big deal
except when we telephoned for technical supwe sat and watched while the technician re
port to ask some questions about the internalformatted the hard drive and reinstalith-
modem, we repeatedly received the messagedows 98while he answered incessent tele-
that all lines were busy and that we should | phone calls and waited on customers. With
leave our message via voice mail. Worse stillinterruptions the whole process took the bet
the email recording indicated that the voice| part of two hours. It was with a

mail box was full.

heard the technician exclaim he

The next morning we returned tothe store | coul dndét get th

ter

great deal of pride that we at lasfm i —
ATher e

where we bought the computer and asked forworking. During the entire proc- ~ moral to this story

some information about the modem. The techess, Ernie snuck over to a floor because you can

I8, nQ

nician was not helpful. His suggestion wastomo d e | and found drive
pull the machine apart, jot down the numberswa s n 6t wor ki ng have these prOb'
on the modem (;ard andaexplorehthe Internet to lems with a com-
look for more informatiod not what we With that we were told that certail
wanted to hear. hardware components needed pUter from IBM,

replacement. When we returned DeII, Gateway or
We struggled through the weekend, finally | later that day, the technician said any of the big
getting the credit card software to work, and he had replaced the floppy drive, ;
installing a dozen other applications on the | the floppy drive cable and the names. The dis-
new machine. Everything installed from a CDmotherboard, all to no avail. tinction of the big
ROM; it wasnodét wuntil Sunday night t .
received an error me YVhed they sasdahgywoudd red U _name_ companies
disk was no good. We tried another disk and build the computer from scratch, 1S their added tol-
got the same message. Then another. Obvi- common sense finally got the bet erance for re-
ously it was time to test these disks on anotheer of us and we refused. It came
computer and, as we feared, they were fine, as no surprise that there would b turns. What do we

. a $300 restocking fee. Why k now: weor e I n

Back to the computer store Monday morning.should we be surprised? We wer:
The technician said it was probably a driver| expecting it and had previously the process two
conflict due to some software we installed anghrepared a written chronicle of th:  months later of
that we should reinstaWindows The techni- | sales history disputing the applice contesting the
cian also recommended that if we continued tion of the restocking fee. N
to have problems, we should take the com- VI SA char ge. o
puter to the main factory some 40 miles awayThe next day we broke our #two

-the-same policy and bought a
Monday night we reinstalle@/indows but Gateway. There is no moral to thi
the problem didnodt g etoryabBause YOUECHN have thes o —
logged about 40 hours solving the credit cardproblems with a computer from IBM, Dell,
software problem, configuring the computer| Gateway or any of the big names. The distir|c-
to be used in our lab and dealing with the | tion of the big name companies is their added
floppy drive problem. tolerance for returns. What do we know:

wedre in the procesd two months | ater

Tuesday morning we were back at the com+ (agting the VISA charge.
puter store. Again, the technician implied that

it was something we had done and that the
could reinstalwWindows 98rom scratchat
our added expens®ur ardently delivered
restatement of the history resulted in the tec
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Around the beginning of this year, Intel
rolled out the new Pentium Il chip that is
now finding its wa-y
of-thelline computers. The first systems in-
troduced ran at speeds of 450 and 500 MH
Aside from speed, t

tions (processor commands) that enhance
functions such as Internet video compressi
and speech recognitiors[3 ge-
ometry processing and2 image

AThatos tH"E tech-
nical description Thatoés the tech
of the Pentium the Pentium Il improvements, bu
. what 6s in it fo
Il |mprovement51 answer is nothing. In tests per-
but what @®ngedbyPfMagpzite Labs,

Aithe Pentium I
ginal improvements under exist-
ing software. o
I n fact, fimar gi
is putting it kindly. In business
applications testing, the improve-

for law offices?
The answer is

nothing. In tests

performed by PC

4

provement is the addition of 70 new instrucr

ynenough that several groups have called for
Penti
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Anot her aspect of t
chitecture is the introduction of a processo
serial number that can be read by a softwa
controller. Supposedly meant to be a secur
feature, civil liberties groups are up in arms
" because the identification number gives ve
dors and others the means to track user ag
tivities on the Internet. The issue is sensitiy

boycott of the
enough about the processor ID feature to

pass final judgment on it, but at first glance i
seems the typical consumer could unknowt

n ingly provide a lot of inform'ation' they might
rightfully want to keep confidential, or at
¢ least not public.

Sooner or later, the Pentium Il will be

| Phased out and replaced by the Pentium II
but our advice is until that time comes,

( choose the Pentium Il and save yourself

n Some money that could put to better use,
additional memory, your pockegfc

ment in performance was less th
1

One of the reasons for this lack o
gina| improve_ improvement is that the bus spee
of the new machines is the same
ments.under E€X-  as the Pentium Il machin&s100
Sti ng S oMHztThwasispeed.is heGpeed
at which the processor performs
functions such as moving data,

Magazine Labs,
6t he Pent™um
provided mar-

operating peripherals, etc. Conset

quently, the 100 MHz bus can be

thought of as a bottleneck or wea
link above which additional processing
speed has little or no effect.

At the time this article is being written, the
price premium for a Pentium Il system is
over $300, sometimes way over. In light of
the available test
ing to justify the added cost in the context g
normal business or law office computing.
The only situations where the price premiun
might be worth the cost would be if your
business used B rendering (architects?),
professional entertainment uses (video and
music), and games.

o
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In Cood ot

Only lawyers can write documents con-
taining 5,000 words and call it a brief.

* % %

I f you candt get
law, get one who knows the judge.

a

* % %

At last count, there were over 40 million
laws enacted to enforce the original
Ten Commandments.

* k *

w

It takes a lot of suits to keep a lawyer
well dressed.

* k *

One thing all lawyers agree on: Be nice
to everybody. You never know who
may show up on the jury.

he

€t o p
ity
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Did you ever have one of those days where
the computerds

|l em? Maybe you didngd
itds the program or
up. Hereds a

of the biggest gaffes in the industry.
Active Deskflop
In our Spring 1998 issue we railed against

Mi crosoftdés plan to
tivity into theWi n d @pefating system. At

that time, Microsoft was posturing in conneg

tion with the litigation by the Department of

Justice. Bill Gates was making statements to flop of 1998. We told ya so.

the effect that removing Internet connectivit
from the newwWindowswo ul d fibr e

tions, degrade other aspects of the operating
system and leave consumers worse off than
coul d

before. o0 You
Ohio farms with that manure.

Regardless of the lawsuit, Microsoft wentfulld r | v e s

steam ahead with its plan to kill off Netscap

(who makes the competing Web browser) by chine every once in a while, bt

making I nternet Expl

browser) an integral part of the operating sys+than good ones.

tem. A byproduct of this strategy is that
AfActi ve
ture of theWindows 98elease.

I'tés hard to
paid businessmen ever thought the public
would embrace the Active Desktop. For one
thing, to be truly active, the computer needs
be online all the time. This creates obvious
problems for the vast majority of household
having only one telephone line. With busi-

nesses the problem is not the number of ph
lines, but rather that word processing and

gi vi n gideyttauActize Desktbpdnakes ddv@puters
you wonder what you did to cause the prob-

De s k t oppofile féme ¢

i magi ne wdul Be séme kitd @frtaeler

In light of these fundamental drawbacks, co

run very sl-o-w-I-y. In many instances, the
tompueer gae’ belyond sivw and ditvéply b €
free28$ The Bekt problem Is tha Acsive D

short awgdisrealyasdnpfllive alpapet. Brifort

nately, when people are using their comput
their applications ordinarily consume all of t
viewable area. Consequently,
Active Desktop is buried unsee
beneath one or more applicatic
windovsgr ate I nte

n We

- By 1999 the verdict was in. Ac-:
tive Desktop washeindustry 700 s

V .

aTlape Bdtkupsi ¢ a -

We have audio cassette tapes
gpcrBi $hommhehse
work. Why is that we have we
have five or six computer tape
that do
€ stand encountering a bad ma-

t hat

weewve(Madr msot

. whi |
Ariot@er Bexing thiagabout tap
drives is that the few times we
needed to read a tape, there
that kept us from getting the in R d
formation we wanted! A backu|

S want our advice, install a second hard drive |i

rs,
e

e

n

had more bad
tape drives than

your computer orus@&/i nd ows b@ltdn/ |9 8 6 s

omeetwork and backup your critical files from
one machine to another.

spreadsheet applications have little or no need

for contemporaneous Internet access.

As webve said
ton of great stuff ¢
99% of the businesses go on for a specific

purpose, perform the necessary functions,ang ut e r

get off line.

beforeThisb6ssnahot hat

Infrared Communications

bhet
mahbernWeb, dreésefdus
idea® the infrared port on some of your co
peripherals. I
on your printer or
presumably so you can transfer information
between components without wiring them to-
gether. Not a soul uses these ports for thes

f

have audio
t hat sti |l |
donodét? You
under -
i ves
, but wedve
ones. 0
ei sofmpuder indu
bbatno place to
6s the ittl e t
rtabl e omputer

can understand
encountering a
bad machine

every once in a

cassette tapes and
decks from the

work. Why is that
we have we have
five or six com-
puter tape drives i | |

little better than no backup system at all. If you
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(Continued from Pagé) with it. You had no| cho
simple reasons: with the Office Suite It comes prénstalled;
you have no choice but to use it. This is

Q O

1. Excepting portables, desktop computersy what ended Wor dPerfect

dondét come equipped| of fice word processaceri

ers, so you need to buy one. lieve for a minute, however, that the cost of
this fifreedo software is

A1

2. Even if you buy the transceiver, you need the overall cost of the system. Okay, maybe¢
to locate an unused serial port on your com- this issue is more marketing genius than
sssssssss——————  pUter into which you can plug the stupidity, but we still hate it.
» transceiver. Most computers have
N HOW ma n Yonlybné séa€p@t and many Microsoft Network/Outlook

i times itédés wused
2l e (gfedlnie, to Has anyone noticed that these programs

have to buy the 3. The printer infrared portand | donot work right? As th
same damn word transceiver must be within 3 feet| written, the MSN Sign In box has popped up
gjesy:h other and facing each twice on the screen. Our primary question is
proc Ae SSO ther with tess than 15 degrees of why does this occur on its own without a
what 0s C lle@atdn@rod e axis intersect-| r equest from the user?
SO dramatically in ing the port and the transceiver. | even mention is thahe computer is already
. on line and signed inThe next problem of
the art of typing s it any wonder no one uses thes¢ consequence we experienced was after we
letters that war-  things when all you have to nor- | collected our email, Outlookwould insist
rants a new word mally do is plug t_he prlnter into on terminating our Internet connection.
) your computer with a simple
processor belng printer cable? Considering the Of course we know about the option you can
reissued every two limitations of infrared transmis- | set to tell it not to terminate, bGutlook

. sions, why bother? didndét care about that.
year s ?0 We remedied that by replacif@utlookwith
Office 2000/Word for Windows | theEudoraemai | pr ogr am and
the problem since. We d

How many times are we going tg tell you about the month when ounaail
have to buy the same damn word went into cyberspace and was never heard
processor ? We kifromagain!
eessssssssssssss———— thinking, but legal programs are
di fferent. Pr dugopp Bamns | Whi |l e wedre on the subj
must be revised annually due to numerous| wait to dump Microsoft as our ISP. They
changes in the tax law and the forms. The | have two access numbers for the entire

guestion is what &s |[cGreaterCleveland area. At least one numbgr
typing letters that warrants a new word proc- is the same one AOL uses, which is reason
essor being reissued every two years? enough to change because of the inability to

log on after the kids get out of schobé(
The truth is that no one would buy a new | between 5 p.m. and 11 p.m.).

word processor (or operating system for that
matter) when the old one works just fine.
The reality is that Microsoft has bundling
deals with the computer manufacturers that
requires them to install a particular operatinc
system and selected applications when they
sell the computer. The result of this policy is
that you donWihdowsB® ols
when you buy your new computer. It comes
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best price. The latest edition of our bankruptcy program is another step in that

direction.

We included programming changes and other innovations that significantly increas

userfriendliness.

Giving you the best value meadiiopping our price from $300.00 to $199.99D o0 n
forget that you can try our demo of this program free by visiting our Web site, or fo

$6.00 via the order form on page 31.

8 Prepares the standard Official
Bankruptcy Form set fdChapters 7, 11,
12 and 13bankruptcies

8 A stand-alone programthat needs no
other software to generate petitions

8 On-form data entry; no edit menusy
just start typing

8 Print-shop-perfect forms on laser,
inkjet or even dot matrix printers

§

§

Our goal over the years has always been the damreating the best program at the I

Consolidated and integrated worksheets
make data entrgasier than evetbefore

More goofproofing and help than ever
befored if you do the wrong thing,
WBank2does the right thing

New & Improved Fegturee Ineludes |

El ectroni c

requiring or acceptinglectronic
matrices

O creatti t o
creditor matrix on disk for jurisdictions
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i _ Form 9F (AlNotice of Commencement of Case ...

§ Automates the following forms: Form 9Q\otice of Commencement of Case ...

Form 1Voluntary Petition & Exhibit A Form 94—No_tice of Commencement of Case ...

Form 2Declaration Under Penalty Of Perjury Form 9INotice of Commencement of Case ...

Form 3Application and Order to Pay Filing Fee ... Form 10Proof of Claim

Form 4List of Creditors Holding 20 Largest Unsecur¢gd ~ Form 11AGeneral Power of Attorney

Form 5Involuntary Petition with continuation pages Form 1185pecial Power of Attorney _

Form 6Summary of Schedules Form 120rder and No_tlce fer Hearing On Disclosure Statemen

Form 64Real Property with continuation pages Form 13Order Approvmg. Dlsclosu.re Statement and ...

Form 6BPersonal Property with continuation pages Form 14Ballot for Accepting or Rejecting Plan

Form 6@Exempt Property with continuation pages Form 150rder Confirming Plan

Form6secured Creditords I Form 17Notice of Appeal

Form 6BUnsecured Priority Creditors + continuation pg Form 18Discharge of Debtor

Form 6FUnsecured Nonpriority Creditors + continuajor ~ Form 19Certification and Signaturetiouey

Form 6Gxecutory Contracts & Unexpired Leases + po ~ Form 20ANotice of Motion or Objection

Form 6HCodebtors with continuation pages Form 208Notice of Objection to Claim

Form 6ICurrent Income of Individual Debtors

Form 6Zurrent Expenditures (joint and/or separate)] 8 Speed buttonsprovide oneclick functionality for

Schedule of Monthly Income & Expenses of Businegs saving or loading files, printing a particular sched

Form6Ceme c| arati on Concer ni ule or form, and more

Form 7Statement of Financial Affairs (newly organized

Foom8l ndi vi dual Debtords [S§ Dynamichelp balloonspopup to give you instant

Form 9/Notice of Commencement of Case ... help on button or other mouse functions

Form 9BNotice of Commencement of Case ...

Ilzorm gg\'\l"tt'_ce O‘; gommencementt Off Cc::ase 8 Complete reorganization of the bankruptcy infor-

orm 9L NOlce of -ommencement of --ase ... mation into fewecentralized, integrated, easyto-

Form 9ENotice of Commencement of Case ... ksheet

Form 9E(AlINotice of Commencement of Case ... use worksheets

Form 9R\otice of Commencement of Case ...

Ta) l l
=90-0"
AR

We know webdve said it before, but we canodot e¢e¢mpl
occur as a result of f eedb aBasiOfiiaPoobateyrormgndOhio r | u s
Estate Tax for Windowp r ogr ams became Ohiobds premier prpba
wait to turn our attention to a complete revamping of@fficial Bankruptcy Forms for Windows
Our own technical support lines provided the greatest source of information. By taking calls from ysers,
we | earned what you | i {eving budwedakergii@at interéskiretheselcdllg. ma \
By making our programs easier to u@éwyoulawvearetr appi
duced | earning curve AND t her e s-yeariraek récerdsspeaks ¢ c h
for itself.
That 6 s 6 easyt@useptbgrams at a reasonable cost.
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United Statec

A
[i Cetate Tax

In July 1998, the Internal Revenue Service

2 0 & 2 ool published new Estate Tax forms for dece-
I dents dying after December 31, 1997. In
addition to minor changes, two new sched-
m ules were addeéd Schedule T for family
owned businesses and Schedule U for con-
servation easements. Our new Form 706
program has the following features:

G  Not merely an upgrade of our previous version, but a completely new program
that incorporates our newest programming techniques along with your best sug-
gestions.

G Screens look exactly like the 706 forms and all calculations are performed dy-
namically and automatically

®

Now featuring context -sensitive help , meaning you can highlight a menu com-
mand, press | and go straight to the related help topic. The help files contain a
complete, hyper -linked copy of the Form 706 instructions , in addition to the
complete text of Publication 590 T Introduction to Estate and Gift Taxes.

Network Friendly . A new set of options make network installation and mainte-
nance easier than ever before.

Aside from the two newalgtB5mewclusomcon-we dve cCcr eaé
tinuation pages for added organization.

IRS-approved printed forms look i p r -shog-p e r f ercanydWindows
printer.

Q O O O

Redesigned worksheets for entering beneficiaries, assets and debts. Each
worksheet allows you to work with centrally located information that you can ef-
fortlessly change, delete, insert, append and sort  as you like.

@

Push-button implementation of common functions such as saving files, printing
forms, etc.

G A Check Return function that features a checklist of nearly 100 points and re-
minders for preparing the final return.




Comprehensive List of Included Forms and Scheg

Form 706
Schedule A
Schedule Al
Schedule B
Schedule C
Schedule D
Schedule E
Schedule F
Schedule G
Schedule H
Schedule |
Schedule J
Schedule K

U.S. Estate Tax Returpages 13
Real Estate

Section 2032A Valuation4 pages
Stocks and Bonds

Mortgages, Notes and Cash

I nsurance on the [
Jointly Owned Property

Other Miscellaneous Property
Transfers During L[
Powers of Appointment

Annuities

Funeral and Administrative Expenses

Debts of the Decedent, Mortgages, Lier

Schedule L
Schedule M
Schedule O
Schedule P
Schedule Q
Schedule R
Schedule RL
Schedule T
Schedule U

Worksheet TG
Worksheet TG

Net Losses During Administration
Bequests, etc. to Surviving Spouse
Charitable, Public and Similar Gifts
Credit for Foreign Death Taxes

Credit for Tax on Prior Transfers
GeneratiorSkipping Transfer Tax3 pgs
GenerationSkipping Transfer Tax
Qualified FamilyOwned Business
Conservation Easement Exclusion
Taxable Gifts Reconciliation

Taxable Gifts Reconciliation

Line 9 Worksheet Gift Tax on Gifts Made After 1976

Sch Q Wrksht

Credit for Tax on Prior Transfers

U.S. Gift Tax Retur

Form 709

y Same easy-to-use look and feel as our Probate Combo and U.S. Estate Tax

Form 706 programs.

y A Prshoptper fect o

f o

ready for filing.

rms

denti cal t o t

vy Complete IRS printed instructions are included as a searchable, indexed and

linked Windows help file.

Yy User-friendly price of only $39.99.

h
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U.C. Income 1 ax

Cor Cefatee & | ructe

Responding To Your Requests

Over the years, weobve
gram that automates the preparation of Form 10«
U.S. Income Tax Return for Estates and Trusts.
we introducedV1041] the latest complement to
our existing probate collection of programs (shac
box at right).

The Lineup & The Lowdown

W1041has all the forms in the Internal Revenue
Serviceds Form 1041 se
by the Internal Revenue Service. The complete |i
is in the shaded area to the right. We also want y
to know whatWw1041doesnot cover. There are
many collateral forms that are used for complex
returns involving orgoing businesses (Form
10406s Schedule C) or
Schedule F). There are probably 50 additional
forms that can be involved in complex returns;
however, for simple and normal returig1041is
all you need and all at the right price. Keep in mi
that thered6s no reason
mal federal tax software for computing business,
farm income, depreciation and the like.

The IRS Filing Requirement

The Tax Code requires Form 1041 to be filed by
nearly every estate or trust with a federal identifi-
cation numberThe actual filing requirement is:

had manv reaue a pi
Basic Ohio Probate Forms
Ohio Estate Tax
U.S. Estate Tax
U.S. Gift Tax
Adoption of Minors
Wr ongf ul Death & Minords CIl ai ms
Form 1041 U.S. Income Tax for Estates & Trusts oved
Schedule A Charitable Deduction
Schedule B Income Distribution Deduction
Schedule D Capital Gains and Losses (available in
unlimited continuation pages)
Schedule G Tax Computation
Schedule | Alternate Minimum Tax
Schedule J Accumulation Distribution for Com-
plex Trust 04006
ScheduleK-1 Beneficiaryés Share (avai
ple copies)
Form 1041 -A U.S. Information Return - Trust Accu-
mulation of Charitable Amounts
Form 1041 -ES Estimated Tax Worksheet
Form 1041 -ES Estimated Tax Vouchers
Form 1041 -QFT U.S. Income Tax Return for Qualified ur n
Funeral Trusts
Form 1041 -T Allocation of Estimated Tax Payments
to Beneficiaries
AiThe fiduciary (or one of the |j
file Form 1041 for a domestic estate that has gross
income for the tax year of $60C
Even i f youdbre not handl i
itéds hard to find one that

criteria. At a price of $39.95W1041pays for
itself as soon as you do one simple return
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New relp Fles

New Tutoria

DV@ O@m o

Effective October 1, 1998the following forms changed: Form 6.1, For
9.0, Form 9.1, Form 9.2, Form 9.3 (deleted), Form 10.0, Form 10.1, H
10.2, Form 10.3 (deleted), Form 12.0, and Form 12.1. Some foems,
Form 6.1 changed superficially, but others changed substaétially
specifically the Form 12 Certificate of Transfer set. Sor probate
practitioners, this new package is a necessity

With the new forms in effect, it was a prime opportunity for us to stud
technical support calls and user suggestions in order to make the nev

WBOPF35t he easiest to use pradgdgroanm
geration to say weoOve WBGPRUptomawn
|l evel s of wuser friendliness. Wh
or currently wuse it, youol| be
youbve been able to 6éget al ong

The new help files are abo25% bigger than in the prior version. Again
studyingouruseswh at t hey | i ke, and wh
dividends. These are not cosmetic changes; they are designed to elir
problems and achieve our gdatero learning curve Help files are now
keyed to make themmontext sensitive This means you can prdss on
any menu command and get instant help. If you have a problem,
WBOPF35can often find the topic you need to get going again.

If you are a new user getting acquainted WitBOPF35for the first time
or an experienced user looking for tips on creating better looking form
the new tutorial can take you stbg-step, from beginning to end throug
creating a probate file, entering information and printing forms. The tu
rial was written and designed to accompany a BAMPLE file that acts
as a stefby-step example of the written tutorial.

M
orm

4
v

nwe
dr e
et h
ama
wi t

At 1
ninate

S,

—
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When we releaseBasic Ohio Probate Forms for, H e r ep@rsial checklist of some ofersion
Windows (WBOPF)n 1995, we set new stan- 350s features:

dards for probate software. At that time, about the
best Asoftwareo avail laW Handlesallcalculations automatically; most forms cop- g m -

. . . i |
plates. Forms had no intelligence and worse still, ~ Pét€ themselves automatically!

they didnot even h _a ndil W Prepares every probate form in the Standard Probate o f

probate! It was hardly any better than using a Form sets set forth in Rules 16 and 17 of the Supreme

word processor. Courtodos Rules for the Superi:H
Courts.

Law offices needed intelligently integrated pro- W Has thability to export probate files the Ohio Estate

bate forms, I f you enter . a | g program that can, in turn, export a file to the U.S. Es-
dreSS and date Of death OnCG, Why reenter lt on tate Tax prograna true S|ng|e entry System_

multiple other probate forms? Ditto for assets and
debts. If you enter a lengthy real estate legal de- W If there are 10 kin, in 10 different states, and each needs a
scripton once, why retype it o the Inventory, | | i o Yo o OE LSRR L

then on Fhe Certificate of Transfer, and later agair available thz following forms in multiple sets: Form 1.0

on the Final Account? You should even be able t¢  gynviving Spouse, Next of Kin, ForMci@ of Probate

take the legal description and transfer it to Sched-  of will, Form 4.Motice of Hearing, Forni Bl8tice of

ule A or E of the Ohio Estate Tax return. Application to Relieve, FormPoBm 6.1Schedule of
Assets, Form 6.Rlotice of Hearing on Inventory, Form

. s 10.2" Notice of Hearing, Form 10NbAice to Distributee,
A probate program must handle financial in- Form 12.4Certificate of Transfer, Forni Ehy Issu-

formation. Once you enter a real estate Val_Ue’ for  ing Certificate, Form 1®Réceipts and Disbursements,
example, the value should appear automatically and Form 13:Blotice of Hearing on Account.

on the Inventory (in the appropriate category, of
course); it should also appear automatically on thW The ability to insert, move, sort and delete individual assets
Final Account (in the appropriate category); the €l BRI I B TRgpEtive BelkEhests,

value should also appear on any of a dozen c’therW Context sensitive help. If you have a question about a par-

probate forms that require this informatfon ticular command, merely highlight the command and press
automatically. The same applies for the transfer o | . The program takes you immediately to the related help
this asset to the Ohio Estate Tax return. topic. We increased the content of our help files 500%. We

added more explanations, more troubleshooting, more
graphics, more of everything.

W Push button operation of common program functions such
as starting, loading or saving files, printingtéorms,

W  Available inspecial Franklin County versidat can be
purchased as a staldne program or as an adjunct to our
regulaBasic Ohio Probate Forms

In Good Humor

After a threehour charge to the jury, the judge finally
asked: fnAAre there any pther
retires?o

inYes, Your Honor, o saijd the
please explain again what is a plaintiff and wikaa

hY

defendant ?20
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Do you need this new version? Absolutely! We
dondét perform major u
required by law. The estate tax forms changed
during 1998 and counties are now requiring the
new forms; but we did a lot more than simply im
plement the newest form changes. We completg
rewroteOhio Estate Tax for Windows, Version
3.5 (WOET35)o0 incorporate your best sugges-
tions over the years amekarly doubled the
available formd! In addition to the forms listed in
the box to the right, we added mucbeded, spe-
cialized continuation sheets for handling addi-
tional cotenants on Schedule E as well as Form
126s real property di

WOET35i s not a
stateof-the-art Windowsprogram that runs in all
versions ofwWindows It does more than give you

a place to type in the information; it actually com-

pletes the forms automatically and performs all
the math and tax loelp functions as well.

WOET35can also import probate files so you can

prepare returns with a minimum of retyping. It
also exports files to ow.S. Estate Tayprogram.

All forms generated bWOET35are approved by
the Ohio Department of Taxation and have our
t r ad ePniattrSkopPerfectt | ook .

t e mgddnga t e |

p Form 8 Recapitulation

WA\ @&O\WAY U
/AN

Compolet=lys

N &E\Ay
O Mo

=Tt=stte

<

= rograrr

Form @ Estate Tax Form

Form 8 Information
ScheduledReal Property
ScheduledBstocks and Bonds

2|y Schedul®d®™ortgages, Notes and Cash

(2]

Schedulednsurance

SchedulePart § Joint & Survivorship Property
SchedulePart Id Joint & Survivorship Property
Schedul®Pther Miscellaneous Property
ScheduledGransfers During Lifetime
ScheduledHPowers of Appointment

Schedulé Annuities, Pensions, Retirement Plans

Schedulé Debts & Administration Expenses
ScheduleKCharitable Bequests

Scheduled\Wart & Bequests to Surviving Spouse
ScheduledWart Id Bequests to Surviving Spouse
Form-X(I} Amended Ohio Estate Tax Resident |
Form B Ohio Estate and Additional Tax Return Filin
Form 1@ Application for Consent to Transfer
Form 14 Tax Release

Form 1@ Ohio Estate and Additional Tax Estimated
Form 2a Application for Certificate of Release of
Form 2@ Certificate of Tax Payment/Real Property L
Form 348 Qualified Farm Property Valuation Election
Form 38 Worksheet for Developing Value of Qualifig
Form 38 Qualified Farm Annual Report for Estate T
Form 380 Certificate of Subordination of Tax Lie
Form 44a Application for Extension of Time to Pa

Return
j Notice

Paymel
Lien
Disclosu
Applice
xd Farn
ax Valu
n

y
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Reaviead]
Ohfo Child Support

Cuidelimnee

This is the same progransed by Domestic Relations Courts, Juvenile Courts, Probate

Courts, Child Support Enforcement Agencies, Departments of Human Services, Prosecu-
tords Offices, Appellate Courts, .Oarwatestiebr ar i
lease oRevised Ohio Child Support Guidelines for Windows (WROC$3nuch more than a

minor revision to comply with current law. In making our changes, we applied the principle that
has worked so well for us over the yéaisf t he new program doesnot
newest programming techniques andOurmottcdfdr eas.i
this program is fizZero Learning Curve.o

We brought all our expertise to bear in this new version and were able to make it more powerful,
yet take up less disk space. One particular area we focused on was the statutory guidelines for the
treatment of shared parenting plans. While earlier versions of the Ohio Revised Code were silent
on the treatment of shared parenting versus sole residential orders, newer versions of O.R.C.
§3113.215 contain more specific standards within which shared parenting plans may be dealt

with via the child support worksheet (HB 352, 1/1/98; HB 408, 10/1/97).

We addressed the issuestiared parenting in a more logical and straightforward manner
than ever before We think we accomplished our goal by incorporating2a3l pushbutton
clarity. The number of other changes and improvements is substantial.

8§ Comp|ete1 Comenstive he|p Wlth statl Line 26 - Comumnents, Rebuttal, Adjustments

Citations — Shared Parenting Adjustment - ORC 3113.215(B][6](b] - Choose One
' [ iAmount of Time Spent with Each Parent;
§ Accommodates percentage rate or fl Enter percent of time with Obligor, ie.. 0.20 is 20%: | |

proceSSing Charges (poundage)' [~ Ability to Maintain Houszing

8§ |mp|ementati0n of the old alternate Ic Enter Dbligor's Cost of Maintaining Home: | |
come tables for Ca|CU|ati0'|'1@9@m' Enter Obligor's Available Income: | |

ders. [~ Child Care#School/Med/Dental
Enter Obligor's Fizxed Expenses: | |

§ Bufcolored, scaleable screens for ea
ing on any Computer at any screen re [~ Other "extraordinary circumstances™

Enter Amount of Adjustment: | |

§ Arrearage and interest calculator.

— Adjustments Unrelated to Shared Parenting - Choose One

§ Plus all the other features that made
versions WROQCEEbest selling progr

[~ Enter the adjustment to obligor's annual obligation: | |

[~ Enter the amount you want Line 27 to equal: | |

« OK | X Cancel | LetMeRead ORC 3113.215[3][5][h]| ?  Hebp
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More Probate Producte
Ohfa m

uardianship
Lorme

The Original @ &REWLEHKBK e

Form 16.0 Application For Appointment Of Guardian Of Mino
Program Form 161  Affidavit

Form 16.2 Selection Of Guardian By Minor Over Fourteen Ye

. . . Of Age

Ohio QuarQ|ansh|p FormgWOGF2) was our Form 16.3 Notice Of Hearing For Appointment Of Guardian C
very first Windowsprogram to use thBorland Minorreultiple)
Database Enginand sport the neWwindows Form 16.4 Notice Of Hearing On Application For Apppintmen
threedimensional sculptured interface. Since its (multiple)

: A F 1 q%gme R tme u ngpn inor
L edl Zafs e” fl n 19 9.?} ’ We. ov ngﬁ;hlgiO t ﬁ-l |cat:§n§£g;yAp£o:Etrﬁéri{(§i‘£u rdiaonEM5 t
undreds of ca ;_rom users wit SUg_geSt'OnS andeom 17.1 Statement Of Expert Evaluation
requests for additional features. We listened care- Form 17.2 Consent By Prospective Ward

fully and this newNOGF2release is the culmina- Form 17.3 Notice To Prospective Ward tdmppdi¢sear

tion of all our knowledge and efforts. ing
Form 17.4 Notice Of Hearing For Appointment Of Guardian
. (multiple)
ComprehenS|Ve Form 17.5 Judgment Enkppointment Of Guardian Far In-

competent Person

; ; _ Form 17.7 Guardianés Report
We left out nothlngWOGFZ|ncludesevery§tan Form 178 Inves Lgal g t o 6 3 Rep or ¢
dard probate guardianishi p for m. he i st

Form 15.0 Next Of Kin Of Proposed Ward é. P FShOPte r f e C t e F (

Form 15.01  Judgment EnBetting Hearing On Application For

Form 151 C\f’?omtgfe:lt ‘t)_f G‘;\argia” - Spectacular printing is the hallmark of denobate
orm . aiver otice An CIIMJWE‘
; . o Combo It means every form
Form 15.2 Fiduci aryGosdialhccept an 8
Form153 Guardi ands Bond P own formsy fully formatted , picture perfect and
Form 15.4 Letters Of Guardianship ready to file. All forms are instrict compliance

Form 15.5 Guar di a gudlnited pages)n t o r| y with Rules 16 and 17 of the Supreme Court Rules

Form 15.6 Application To Release Funds To Guardian fqy Superintendence of Common Pleas Courts.
Form 15.7 Application For Authority To Expend Funds

Form 15.8 Guar di a(orrsitedvagesp u n t
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Weére Only Go INoCranial Overload
Say This Once!

Doné6t fix it if 1t ainot
o , identical approach to probate data entry that you
Enter basic information only onc@/OGF2auto- | 14|q ys you liked irProbate Combo for Windows

matically completes all the forms based on your \wyitten and designed by an Ohio attorney, it

single entryite. , guardi an and yoksthe wayouwant probate software to

dress, telephone number, agg, and court in- work. The screens and printouts laakactly like
formation, county name, court title, presiding the preprinted forms you normally use. No special
judge, etc.)Enter assets and liabilities once training is necessaryWOGF2completes, calcu-

Send the entries to the appropriate forms by point|ates and formats the probate forms automatically.

ing and clicking. That means entering lengthyle- s 5 j t s as eas y to use as

gal de_scriptionsnly one time Like a conductor_, course, there is extensive-tine help through
you direct the assets and expenses to the various\yindows and there is our easy to read, printed

forms by merely waiving your mouse cursor. software owner 6WOGR2is ual
easy and intuitive, so you can dig in immediately.
More Features If you do have a problem, our expert telephone

support staff can answany question. Also,
thereds no mandatory annu
4 tenance releases or technical support. No head-

aches.

Network Friendly . We designedVOGF2with a
new network friendliness that permits centralize
file-keeping and easy, orstep backing up of cli-
ent files. WOGF2 contains detailed instructions
that make tricky network installations a breeze.

Virtually Unlimited Form Copies and Con-
tinuation Schedules WOGF2permits you to Our New Address
complete, display and print nearly limitless mult
ples of most waivers, notices, bank certificates,
etc The same goes for the continuation pages @
the inventory and accounting forms.

In case you have old programs, manuals or
old advertising materials with an incorrect
address or telephone number, you should

ZERO Learning Curve. We 0 v WOGH2 d e note our new mailing address, telephone
easier to use and learn than ever before. In fact, if Number and area code. See page 31.
you used any of our probate programs, you know
how to useNOGF2already! Even still, we made
design changes that makéOGF2as goofproof
as possible, includingontextsensitive help

Automated Form Filing. I n case Yo Set Your Sites on Us
ready knowWOGF2can automate probate form

=

completion to an exten g, knowofagood Web site thatisre- P 0SS
ble. We also redesigned the screenand printouts | 5t ed to t he practice of
to assure compat!.blllty withll forms of com- yourself. Let us know ab
puters and printerfseasy and errorless. clude it on our nev.aw LibraryWeb page

where youoll find |inks

tory and case law, and other legal research




Puritas Springs Software 17

ADOPTION OF MINORS

OHIO REVISED CODE CHAPTER 3107

This release of our new Adoption software coincides
with the Ohio Supreme Court
Form Series 18. Compl eting
be easier. Handles all accounting.

Form 18.0 Petition for Adoption Form 18.5 Interlocutory Order
Form 18.1 Judgment Entry Form 18.6 Final Decree
Form 18.2 Notice of Hearing Form 18.7 Final Decree
Form 18.3 Consent to Adoption Form 18.8 Adoption Certificate
Form 18.4 Judgment Entry Form189Pet i ti oner s Accol
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Wrongfful [Dealth
FQral
M imor’e Clginme

When you have a winning formula, you don
of ourProbate CombpoWr ongf ul Death & Mi ndasoseditCl ai ms
menus. If you want to fill out a portion of the probate form, simply click in that spot on

the form and begin typing. All calculations, transfers of common information, and waiv-

ers and consents complete themselves automatically.

Because the Ohio Supreme Court publishadwaset of standard probate forms for
wrongful death and minorés c¢claims in Oct
sent to check out this recent release. W
also included automated retainer agreements anda@®lpiling lists for medical, suit and

other expenses.

General Forms

General Information Worksheet - for entering common information that shows up on every form.

Disbursement/Expense Worksheet - for entering and organizing financial aspects of settlement and probate.
Spouse/Child/Kin Worksheet - for entering and organizing wrongful death beneficiaries and survival claims.
List of Medical Expenses & Other Payees - self-preparing exhibit listing medical and other expenses.

List of Suit Expenses - self-preparing exhibit listing all suit expenses.

Retainer Agreement -an attorneyo6s retainer agreement .

Wrongful Death Forms Minor Claims Forms
Form 14.0  Application to Approve Settlement Form 22.0  Application to Approve Settlement
Form 14.1  Waiver and Consent Form 22.1  Waiver and Consent
Form 14.2  Entry Approving Settlement Form 22.2  Entry Approving Settlement
Form 14.3  Report of Distribution Form 22.3  Verification of Receipt and Deposit
Form 22.4  Report of Distribution and Entry
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Ohio'e Deed
N ocument Pro
Hereds a bri efDeddPrefor of & hTaetformsva the ecsens look like the forms do
Windows*such a handy workhorse for deed on paper. So you donot have
work (besides the $49.95 price): your deeds will look like when you print them.
& Like all state-of-the-art Windows word proces-
& Ease of use, ease of use, ease of use. |If you SOrs, Deed Pro for Windows has a Print Pre-
candét complete deeds faster AW deatwethacletsyguisgeexadiywhat your
than you can with a typewriter or word proces- printed form will look like, including page
sor, you better start looking for another job. breaks, before you waste any paper.
& Dynamic flying help balloons  are active & Deed Pro allows copying and pasting to or
everywhere in the program. Sfiomanyotien Windgows piograngsr (€.,
what to enter in a particular area, just let your WordPerfect or Word for Windows), using the
mouse cursor rest for a second, and a hint will standard copy/paste keystrokes; it can also
appear; turn dynamic hints on and off depending copy entire deeds to the Windows clipboard
on your preference. simply by pressing one button.
& Deed Feolar &sded edit boxes let you & Wedbve doubled the nDeeber of
know at a glance whether a particular area of Pro can handle by including the following: War-
the deed or document is to be completed by you ranty Deed with Survivorship, Warranty
or will be completed by Deed Pro ; also, you can Deed Without Survivorship, Quit  -Claim
override anyof De e d  Pentoed sy merely Deed, Executords Deed Under
typingWhatyouwantinstead_ Fi duci aryOS Deed, Sur vi|jvor ¢
Promissory Note, Mortgage Deed, Living
& Atool bar with speed buttons  lets you perform Will, and Durable Power of Attorney for
all common operations (i.e., loading and saving Health Care .
deeds to disk, previewing, and printing) with just o .
one quick click of your mouse. & The legal description editor now supports all
o common word processor functions like cut/copy/
& By clicking on the Grantor or Grantee buttons paste, word-wrap,etc. , and best o al
and indicating the number and gender of the seamlessly integrated into the deed form it-
party, Deed Pro will complete over half the se|f
deed before youevenstart t yping; you wo
need to scratch your head about what goes * Avallable for Ohio only.
where, and youdl |l know that all the nouns, pro-
nouns, adverbs, adjectives, etc. are correct.
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FIE Five Questione To Ak
About Booldkeeping, Billing
’L. (alendar Programe

~@1.Whatés out there
f

2. It costs how much?

3. Is it a 32bit program designed for
Windows 25 98 orN'T?

5. How hard is it to learn?

Turn Page for Answers







